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THEOLOGICAL. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


I sexp you for insertion in your miscellany, if you shall approve of 
them, two addresses, delivered in St. Paul’s church, Boston, on Mone 
day, June 30, 1823 ; the first to the members of the congregation and 
the instructers ; the second to the children of the parish who were 
members of the Sunday school. S. F. J. 


An Address, delivered in St. Paul’s Church, Boston, Monday, June 
30, 1823, P. M. at the Anniversary of the Sunday School ; to which 
is added, an Address delivered from the Altar to the Children of the 
School. 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 
On this day, three years ago, these walls, for the first time, re-echoed 
the prayers and praises of the assembled worshippers ; and we are 
now met to offer to our divine Lord the first fruits of the Christian 
education of our children ; an offering, most grateful, we humbly 
trust, to the divine Majesty ; an offering, the fragrance of which, we 
have reason to hope, will ascend as the odour of sweet incense before 
the mercy seat of heaven. 

The design of thns conducting the religious education of your chil- 
dren has, from the first moment in which | became your pastor, been 
an object of attention and of deep solicitude. But it was my wish to 
proceed in this, as in every thing else, under the direction, and with 
the spiritual advice, of our bishop, to whom, as the apostolick centre 
of our common unity, it is right that every minister and every congre- 
gation should pay that respect and reverence, which is due to his high 
and holy office.~ The plan, to which 1am happy to say he gave his 
sanction, had for its design, to divide all the children of the parish into 
classes, according to their ages and proficiency, from four or five, to four- 
teen or fifteen. ‘This would make the course of religious instruction 
occupy a period of ten years in the life of every young person in this 
parish ; and this, it is conceived, will be sufficient, under the Divine 
blessing, to train them up in the way in which they should go, that 
when they are old they will not depart from it. May that divine 
Spirit, without whose aid nothing is strong, nothing is holy, and with- 
out whose care, we plant and water in vain, direct and guide all our 
purposes for the good of souls, and the glory of his great name. 

The school commenced on the first Sunday in Advent, and has now 
been in operation thirty Sundays. During that period there has been 
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a gradual increase of the number of pupils. The present number is 
twenty-seven males, and forty females. These have been instructed 
by: ten ladies and five gentlemen of this congregation, whose zeal and 
fidelity in this arduous, but best of Christian labours, demands our 
warmest thanks, and exceeds our highest praise It is one of the cha- 
racteristicks of the Christian life, that no one should live for himself. 
Our religion is a sysiem of mutual charities, intended to cultivate in 
our hearts that benevolent spirit, by which we become assimilated to 
the almighty Benefactor of the universe—that God, whose essence, and 
whose substance is *“*love.’? Go on, then, benevolent Christians, and 
show that you resemble your Father in heaven, by the solicitude 
which you feel, that not one of these little ones should perish. 

In the very nature of things, it could not be expected that a design 
of such recent institution, could at once be brought into regular form, 
orto the highest degree of improvement. And when it is considered, 
that our parish itself is but of three years duration ; that most of its 
meinbers were previously unacquainted witb the institutions and ordi- 
nances of the Church , and consequently that the children had not re- 
ceived that early instruction at home, in the catechism and use of the 
liturgy, which is common where the Church is more known and longer 
established ; when all these circumstances are considered, it will be 
seen at once, that a perfect arrangement was impossible, because the 
oldest as well as the youngest of the pupils had to pass through the 
same elementary studies. Another difficulty which has impeded our 
course, has been the want of a proper series of elementary books. 
These, we have reason to hope, will be supplied, before the time shall 
come for re-assembling our pupils. It has been the care of the bishop 
and the convention of the Eastern Diocese, to provide such a series, 
for the use of all ourchurches. Measures of the same kind have been 
taken in other dioceses ; and there is some ground for the expectation, 
that at no very distant day, the subject will come under the grave de- 
liberation of all the fathers of the American Church, and be brought 
to maturity by the energy of their united wisdom. 

Under such favourable auspices, and with such cheering anticipa- 
tions, we may confidently hope that the institution which we have 
commenced will be productive of constantly increasing good. As it is 
now only begun, and the classes are not yet arranged, any examina- 
tion of the pupils, any designation of peculiar excellence, or any re- 
wards for learning, industry, and good behaviour, would be premature. 
I shall merely observe, therefore, that the pupils, in general, have dis- 
tinguished themselves by their good conduct, and that they have great- 
ly endeared themselves to me by their docility. 

ut, my brethren, while I look forward to the permanent operation 
of this Sunday school, as a most poweriul instrument for the promotion 
of sound religion, you will permit me to observe, that its success will 
depend, almost entirely, upon the promptness, the zeal, and the sta- 
bility, with which you may second my endeavours. If the parents 
will not encourage their children to learn their lessons, or if there sball 
be any reluctance to undertake the labour of instructing, you will at 
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once perceive that my exertions will have a very limited influence. 
Allow me, then, to ask vour attention to some few remarks on the im- 
ortance of catechetical instruction to your children. 

‘‘ That habits,” says a sensible writer,* * are most easily and 
strongly contracted in infancy, appears plain from the universal sense 
and practice of mankind ; who in all things initiate their children, in 
their tender years, where they intend they should arrive at any tolera- 
ble proficiency. Experience demonstrates the propriety of this con- 
duct. In learning of languages. in reading, in writing, in bodily exer- 
cises, or manual arts, how ready, how graceful, and complete are they, 
who have been bred to them from the first stages of life 2 How im- 
perfect and uncouth are those, who have not begun their progress till 
arrived at the maturity of age ? The same distinction holds in morals. 
Our habits of thought and action, of love or hatred, forgiveness or re- 
venge, gentleness or impetuosity, sincerity or dissimulation, when once 
established by early and long continued custom, do so take possession 
of the soul, and so strongly run on in their confirmed course, that we 
shall in vain endeavour to divert them from it ; after all our labour, 
they will overwhelm our endeavours, they will bear down every 
mound which fruitless art can erect ; and, in spite of us, return to the 
channel which they at first possessed. 

‘+ This farther consideration must be added, with regard to vicious 
or virtuous habits ; that we cannot live in a state of indifference be- 
tween these ; as we often may and do, with respect to habits of other 
kinds. 

*‘ Thus, though you have not learned the arts of reading, writing, 
walking, riding, yet it is posssible, nay probable, that no contrary 
habit may have taken place, so as to be inconsistent with, or destruc- 
tive of these: you still have it in your power to acquire them, though 
in a more imperfect degree. But it is far otherwise with regard to 
the mind of man, and the operations of his heart. These will 
inevitably catch immediate impressions from every surrounding ob- 
ject: and thus tnclinations and opinions, of one kind or other, will 
certainly be implanted and take root, in spite of all possible care taken 
to prevent them. Ifa child is not taught to love truth, and to speak 
it, he will inevitably learn to tell a lie, whenever his passions or bis in- 
terests shall prompt him : if he gains not a habit of being benevolent 
in his infancy, be must gain a habit of being selfish : if he be not habitu- 
ally taught humility and obedience, he will probably grow obstinate 
and proud. Ina word, his passions and desires cannot long remain in a 
torpid state of indifference and inactivity : if he acquire not virtue in 
his infancy, the condition of human nature inevitably leads him to ac- 
quire that which is destructive of it.” 

My bretbren, is not this equally true with regard to religion? If your 
children do not obtain religious habits, they will obtain habits which 
are destructive of all religion. There can be on this subject no neu- 
trality. In this respect, he that gathereth not with Christ, scattereth. 


* Sermons on various subjects, by John Brown, D. D. vicar of Newcastle. pp. 
8—12, 
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He that is not for his Saviour, is against him. How immensely impor- 
tant is it, then, that you begin early to form the religious habits of your 
children! Habits of some kind they will have : will you hazard the 
salvation of their immortal souls, by leaving them to form such as may 
be the result of accidental circumstances, and from the acknowledged 
propensities of the human heart, such as are most likely to make them 
** lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.” 

If the dangerous experiment of leaving children to form their own re- 
ligion in after years, could be in any case harmless, it would be in 
that of your daughters. There is a tenderness in the character of 
woman, a quickness of feeling, a moral sense, if we may be allowed 
the expression, which often supplies the place of reason, and leads, 
with much greater rapidity than is usual in the other sex, to a proper 
course of action. Her habits are those which tend to nourish reflec- 
tion. The peculiar dangers to which she is exposed lead her to 
realize more fully the uncertainty of buman life, while the retire- 
ment of her domestick employments is peculiarly well fitted to nourish 
a spirit of fervent piety. But all these excellent qualities have their 
attendant dangers. Woman is more susceptible to impressions made 
upon her feelings, and those impressions may be either right or wrong. 
The apostle has therefore cautioned females, with peculiar emphasis, 
to guard against the seductive influence of those false teachers who 
creep into houses and lead them captive. To guard her against these 
wiles, woman must be informed ; and if, to all her tender sensibilities, 
she adds an accurate knowledge of Christianity, she will be secured 
against all the insidious arts of errour, and her influence will irradiate 
and fertilize that whole creation of which she is the luminous centre. 
Ye parents, will ye not provide for her this knowledge in her earliest 

ears ! Will ye not begin, at the first dawn of reason, to imbue her 
soul with that sovereign antidote which will guard it against even the 
most subtle poison of impurity or errour ! 

Trace the footsteps of your daughter, till she herself becomes a 
mother, and you will perceive, still more clearly, the importance of 
your present care. ‘* As we call our first language,” observes the 
eloquent bishop Horne, ‘* our mother tongue, so we may as justly call 
our first tempers our mother tempers. As the health and strength, or 
sickness and weakness of our bodies, are very much owing to their 
methods of treating us when we were young; so the soundness or fol- 
ly of our minds are not less owing to those first tempers and ways of 
thinkingys which we eagerly received from the love, tenderness, au- 
thority, and constant conversation of our mothers.”* Behold, then, 
the immense importance of your present influence over the minds of 

our daughters ! You are sowing seed which will produce a harvest of 
spiritual benefit to mankind, when the hand which scattered it is 
mouldering in the dust. You are ‘* planting the acorn which is haply 
to thrive and expand in another generation, and to scatter from its 
prolifick branches a new succession of germs, till the individual be- 
comes a forest.’’t 


* Bishop Horne’s Sermon on the Female Character. 
1 Wilkes’s Correlative Claims and Duties. p. 128. 
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I have said, my brethren, that if the dangerous experiment of leav- 
ing children to form their own religion be in any case harmless, it 
would be so in that of your daughters. I trust that what has been said 
will show you that it is ruinous, even there. I beseech you, then, to 
consider what it must be with regard to your sons ! On this subject, 
I need only appeal to a well-known fact ; that the number of religious 
men is vastly inferiour to that of religious women. Who is the first 
to confess the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and to lie prostrate ia the 
lowly guise of a penitent at the footstool of Divine mercy ? It is wo- 
man. Who is the first to appeal to the atoning blood of Jesus ; the 
first to fly for refuge to that sacred altar, from which the symbols of 
Divine reconciliation are dispensed ? It is woman. Who is the first 
to bind up the broken heart ; to visit the abodes of misery, to perform 
the various offices of charity and mercy, by which tears are stanched, 
and the radiance of heaven is seen to be reflected from earth ? The 
tongues of men and angels unite in the responsive acclamation, it is 
woman. And is if so, my brethren ? Then what will become of the 
immortal souls of so many men who never think of their sins, who 
never fly for refuge to the cross, who never, amid the sordid occupa- 
tions of the world, can find time to breathe one prayer, or perform 
one benevolent deed !—O parents, parents, think of the value of that 
fleeting period of boyhood which is all that you have for the formation 
of religious habits in your sons. Talk not, | beseech you, of the hard- 
ship of employing Sunday in learning lessons. They are all the week 
engaged in preparation for the world, and only for the world. If 
they learn not now the principles of their religion; if they acquire 
not now the habit of daily and constant prayer ; if they learn not from 
their youth to read and understand those scriptures which will make 
them wise unto salvation ; if they acquire not a deep sense of the de- 
ceitfulness and corruption of their bearts ; if they learn not that the 
blood of Jesus is the only fountain which can cleanse them from all 
sin; if they are not persuaded in their hearts that the only way in 
which they can love God, is to obey all his commandments, without 
reserve ; if they feel not the importance of receiving the Christian 
sacraments, as a part of that obedience, and as means of making their 
calling and election sure; if all this be not done before they go out 
into the world ; I ask you to reflect upon the danger to which they 
are exposed, of passing through life, heedless of Christian duty ; I ask 
you to reflect upon the dangerto which they are exposed, of standing 
upon the brink of eternity, ignorant of God, ignorant of heaven, igno- 
rant of hell, ignorant of the very nature of their own souls ; afraid 
to look back upon the past, or onward to the future ; unable to free 
themselves from the grasp of the king of terrours, and leaping with 
averted face, or with the resolution of despair, into the fathomless 
depths of the world to come. 





1823.] 


MY DEAR CHILDREN, 
-I may well address you, in the words of our Saviour to the most emi- 
nent of his apostles, ** what I do, thou knowest not now, but thou 
shalt know hereafter.” It is impossible for you, at this early age, te 
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know all the important consequences connected with your attendance 
upon the Sunday school. Of this, however, you may be very certain, 
that your parents love you, that your instructers love you, and that | 
love you. It is the desire of our hearts to do every thing for your 
good ; and we know nothing which will more effectually contribute 
to your good, than that you should learn the course of instruction pro- 
vided for you in this school ; that you should be made to understand 
the holy scriptures ; and that you should be taught to pray. You may 
not be able to know how much good all this will do. and you may 
think, that on Sunday you ought to be allowed to amuse yourselves 
after church, instead of studying your lessons But hereafter, when 
you grow up, you will be able to know the value of what you are 
now learning. You will then see that nothing could have been worse 
for you, than to let you have your own way, and to let you spend 
Sunday in idleness And you will then love your parents and triends 
for taking such care of you when you were unable to take care of 
yourselves. I have been very much pleased with your behaviour, 
while you have been in the Sunday school. Most of you have got 
your lessons very well, and deserve great praise. But especially do 
you deserve to be praised for your good behaviour ; and if you con- 
tinue to be good, your Saviour will love you and take care of you. 
He once said, ** Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven ; and he took them 
up in bis arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.”7 Re- 
member that your Saviour is looking at you at this moment, and that 
he always looks at you, and knows every thing you are doing, or say- 
ing, or thinking. Do what is right, say what is proper, think what 
is good, and he will hereafter bless you.’ 

There are some of you, my dear young friends, who are old enough 
to know something of the importance of religious knowledge, and to 
you, therefore, | shall now address myself. You, also, may feel that 
it is some restraint to be obliged to get lessons to recite on Sunday. 
You are on all other days very busily occupied in your lessons. 
Why are you thus occupied ? Is it any present pleasure to you? Is it 
not, on the contrary, very tedious to have so much to learn ? Yet you 
know that all this will fit you to be men and women ; fit you for so- 
ciety and for the world. ‘hink in the same manner of your Sunday 
lessons. They are designed to make you men and women in the 
sight of God ; to fit you forthe society of angels and of just men made 
perfect; to fit you for the world which is tocome. You are by nature 
sinful, and I will give you a proof of it which you can bring home to 
your own hearts. When your parents tell you to do something, i in- 
stead of doing it instantly, because they have commanded it, you 
stop and ask why you must do it, or whether you may not do some- 
thing else which you like better. In a word you would rather have 
your own will than obey theirs. In the same manner are you and all 
mankind naturally disposed to acttowards your heavenly Father. You 
are therefore sinful ; but Christ Jesus, your Saviour, came into the 
world and died for your sins; and if you are truly sorry for them, and 
endeavour to do God’s will, you may rest assured that God will re- 
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ceive and bless you. To make yow sensible of these truths, to teach 
you what the will of God is, and incline you to obey it, is the great 
object of this Sunday school. 

The lessons which you learn at your common schools, to fit you to 
be men and women, may all be rendered of no avail. I need not tell 
you that life is uncertain, and that you may die long before those les- 
sons can be of any use to you. Not so the lessons which you learn 
at the Sunday school. They, if they have a proper influence over 
your hearts, will fit you to be happy after death The good you 
may derive from them, no accident can diminish, no adversity can 
take away. Remember, then, ! beseech you, the importance of learn- 
ing and practising the great duties of your religion. You are now to 
be dismissed during the summer months, but do not dismiss from your 
thoughts the lessons you have learned. Endeavour to keep them in 
your memory ; and return to the occupations of the school with a de- 
termination to learn and to practise the will of your beavenly Father, 
and thus to become wise unto salvation. -To his merciful protection, 
I commend both you and your instructers, and I pray that ** the bles- 
sing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, may 
be upon you, and remain with you for ever.”” Amen. 





—_——— 


A Pastoral Letter to the Clergy and the Laity of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of America, from the Bishops of 
the same, assembled in General Convention, in St. Peter’s Church, 
in the City of Philadelphia, May, A. D. 1823. 


BRETHREN, 
Berne assembled in general convention, with the clerical and the lay 
deputies of our Church, from the several sections of the Union, we 
comply with a call of duty laid on us by the forty-fitth canon of 1808, 
in presenting to you this pastoral address. 

We congratulate our Church at large on the addition to the Episco- 
pal body, made daring the session of this convention, by the conse- 
cration of a bishop for the state of North Carolina. - Our prospects 
were, for along time, especially discouraging, because of the prostra- 
tion of our Church in that district of our civil union. Within these 
few years, the scene had brightened, by deputies sent to the last three 
general conventions, and by well-aitested information of the increase 
of congregations, and of renewed attention to religious institutions, 
Under the influence of feelings excited by these events, it cannot but 
be highly gratifying to us, to have had personal agency in conveying 
the Episcopal character to a brother unanimously elected for that de- 
partment of the vineyard ; whom we receive with confidence to par- 
ticipation in our counsels ; and from whose qualifications we hope, 
that under the Divine blessing, he will be eminently useful in extend- 
ing the kingdom of the Redeemer. 

We behold with pleasure, the accession of deputies from the Church 
in the state of Georgia, the only one of the original thirteen states of 
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the Union, which had hitherto borne no part in our proceedings : not, 
as is believed, from the not feeling of any interest in the welfare of 
our Church ; but because of the want of suitable persons to give a 
beginning to energetick measures for the revival of her dormant insti- 
tutions. 

There has been submitted to us by the house of clerical and lay 
deputies, an exhibition, gathered from the reports of the several 
local conventions, of the circumstances of the Church, within their re- 
spective bounds. 

On the perusal of the statements, it became to us an agreeable sub- 
ject of contemplation, that our Church, throughout these states, is on 
the increase ; as is attested by the many new churches erected in va- 
rious places, and by additions to the numbers of worshippers in very 
many of the congregations. May God grant, that in proportion as 
there shall be seen in her what verifies the promise to the Church 
generally, of there being ‘* a lengthening of the cords and a strength- 
ening of the stakes of her habitations,’’ there may be found a propor- 
tionate ‘* adorning of the doctrine of our God and Saviour in al! 
things.”? But while we cherish the hope that the labours of the minis- 
try have not been without fruit in relation to this its great end ; yet 
we are aware, that, to use the language of one of our articles, “ the 
evil will ever be mingled with the good,”’ or, to use the more authori- 
tative language of our Saviour, that * the tares will grow together 
with the wheat,” and that, therefore, there will still press on our- 
selves, and on all our reverend brethren, the charge laid on us in or- 
dination, of ‘*‘ never ceasing our jabour, our care, and our diligence, 
until we have done all that lieth in us, according to our bounden duty,” 
to bring all * such as are or shall be committed to our charge, unto 
that agreement in the faith and knowledge of God, and to that ripe- 
ness and perfectness of age in Christ, that there be no place left 
among us either for errour in religion or for viciousness in life.” Es- 
pecially, the calling of sinners to repentance, and the carrying of the 
consolations of the gospel to the bosoms, as well of those in sorrow, un- 
der the sense of sin, as of those borne down by any of the calamities 
of life, will be, to the faithful minister, incentives to constant anxiety 
and exertion. Also, to the godly of every occupation, there will be 
motives to the doing of whatever may reasonably be expected, for the 
encouraging of him in his pastoral duties. 

From the same statements, we derive the satisfaction of finding that 
it has pleased God to give his blessing on the endeavours which have 
been put forth, as well by individuals as by religious associations, for 
the extending of the means of grace, both to destitute and decaying 
congregations which had been formerly flourishing, and to the people 
of our communion in those extensive tracts of country which have 
been lately subjected to cultivation ; aud in which, without aid from 
the seats of their former residence, there is the danger of the degene- 
rating of their posterity to utter ignorance of the truths of our boly re- 
ligion ; and consequently to licentiousness, and perhaps to barbarism. 
But while we rejoice in every instance of Christian zeal, put forth for 
the perpetuating of the light of the gospel wherever it is in danger 0! 
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being lost, we cannot shut our eyes to the notorious facts, that the 
breaches made in our Zion, during former years of distress, are not yet 
repaired ; and that the growth of the new settlements in population 
is beyond proportion to any aids which have been administered to 
them. Although the latter circumstance is the result of the many 
years of the unexampled prosperity of our common country ; yet we 
foresee, that however great this blessihg in itself, it calls for the alli- 
ance of religion ; without which, it will eventually be a calamity, by 
a deterioration of the national character, poisoning the sources of pub- 
lick happiness. 

It is a more unmixed source of satisfaction to us, that there is visi 
ble, over the face of our communion, a disposition to strengthen the 
bonds of Christian charity ; and to avoid such questions as gender 
strife, and often end in schism. From the beginning of our organiza- 
tion, this temper of conciliation has been manifested ; and may there- 
fore be humbly hoped to have been generated by the gracious influ- 
ences of the great Being, who, as one of our collects expresses it, is 
** the author of peace and lover of concord.” That there should be 
occasionally ditferences of opinion, especially on subjects locally in- 
teresting, is to be expected from the imperfection and the frailties of . 
human nature. But they may stop short of material] injury, if they 
should hereafter, as heretofore, be conducted with moderation, and 
yield to the interposition of healing counsels ; which, under the bles- 
sing of God, may improve such occasions to the promoting of his glo- 
ry, by their being made provocatives to love and to good works. 

It is no small addition to the satisfaction of * being at peace among 
ourselves,”* that we are on terms of good neighbourhood and Christian 
sympathy with our felliow-Cbristians of other denominations. We 
promised in ordination, to ** maintain and set forwards, as much as in 
us should lie, quietness, peace, and love among all Christian people :” 
and although this object is not to be accomplished by the surrendering 
of gospel truth, since we are bound to “* contend for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints ;” yet it is a duty which may be discharged un- 
der the control of Christian meekness. Moreover, if it should seem 
to any, that, for the ** following of peace with all men,” there should 
be an abandonment of those properties of our Church, which we be- 
lieve to have descended to us from the earliest and best ages ; such 
compliance would not only be contrary to obligations most solemnly 
assumed, but, far from promoting the proposed object of conciliation, 
would be more operative than any other cause that can be imagined, to 
the opening of a door for the hydra of religious controversy. The 
wisest and the most Christian course that can be pursued by us, is to 
conduct the concerns of our Church agreeably to its matured and long 
existing institutions, and under the sense of responsibility to its divine 
Head ; but without reference to others, professing to worship the 
same God through the merits of the same Redeemer, except to put 
the most favourable construction on their acts, to rejoice in any good 
resulting from thei, and scrupulously to avoid whatever may have a 
tendency to excite angry passions, either in them or in ourselves. 

35 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. III. 
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In our former pastoral letters, we have freely delivered our opinions 
on the various points which were considered by us, at the several 
times, as the most interesting to our communion. They are still held 
by us in the same grade of importance: but at present, we rather re- 
fer to those addresses, as records of the sentiments which we are still 
desirous of sustaining, and of impressing on the minds of all degrees 
of persons within our Church ; in order that we may, at this time, in- 
vite your attention to two institutions, which were matured and 
solemnly established by the late special convention, held in the 
autumn of the year 1821. We mean the Theological Seminary, located 
in the city of New York, and the Society for Domestick and Foreign 
Missions, the seat of which is the city of Philadelphia. 

Although our more immediate motive to the combining of the two 
institutions in this address, is, their being coincident in regard to the 
period of their respective organization ; yet we also consider them as 
having a bearing on one another. The theological seminary may be 
expected to increase the number of labourers in the Lord’s vineyard ; 
and it is owing to deficiency inthis particular, added to there being so 
many destitute congregations in the long settled states, that so few have 
felt the calls of religious ardour, or conceived of it asa duty, to give 
their personal agency, in extending the influence of religion over 
states recently organized and settled. There being a central point, 
around which there will be congregated young men from different sec- 
tions of the Union, will be a mean, not only of binding to diligence in 
study, but of the excitement of religious zeal. 

For some considerable time, the design of a theological seminary 
wavered between the scheme of its being constituted for the whole 
Union, and that of its being left entirely to the discretion of any of 
the authorities in the different dioceses, in which there should be felt 
competency combined with inclination. The latter principle was fa- 
voured by considerations not unworthy of attention, but yielding to 
the advantages considered as attached to the other scheme of a gene- 
ral seminary ; which, it is to be hoped, will be more and more de- 
veloped. It has been thought not likely, that for the purpose of ac- 
commodation to sections distant from one another, there could be a 
sufficient number of dioceses, the schools of which could raise funds 
adequate to the giving of scope to the talents of professors in the va- 
rious branches ; and provide, in other respects, for what would be re- 
quisite for the supporting of them with reputation and usefulness. Be- 
sides, in proportion to the number of students, there may be expected 
a correspondent measure of excitement to study, and of information 
arising from the mutual exchange of sentiment in religious conversa- 
tion. Under either of the schemes, and within the sphere of such 
communications, there may arise differences of opinion issuing in con- 
troversies, sometimes verging either to the generating of uncharitable. 
uess, or to the opening of a door to real or supposed errour. If the 
issue should be the obtruding of dogmas alien from the great truths of 
religion, and threatening the peace and the orthodoxy of our com- 
munion, they will be more likely to be borne down by a board of pro- 
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fessors, and by a competent number of trustees, enjoying the confi- 
dence of the representative body of the Church, than in circumstances 
under which an equal weight of opinion is not generally to be expect- 
ed. In cases, more likely to occur, of variety of opinion not endan- 
gering the essential interests of religion ; and to which, therefore, the 
exercise of authority should not extend, we suppose—and our opinion 
on the point is independent of all considerations besides the nature of 
the sulject—that intolerance would be more apt to show its head 
within a very limited, than within a very enlarged sphere. It were 
much to be apprehended, that on subjects on which latitude is design- 
edly tolerated by the Church, opposite instructions would be the stan- 
dards of orthodoxy in different places ; the opposing parties affirming 
of their respective sentiments, that they are fundamental. 

For these reasons, and for others less prominent, preference has been 
given to the general plan which has been established by the special 
convention ; and which carries to our minds a great weight of recom- 
mendation., from the improvements which bave been made by that 
budy, at the cost of the sacrifice of local partialities. We are aware, 
however, of the cases which happen, of young men, who can be sup- 
ported under parental roofs, and within the reach of instruction, while 
their means may be incompetent to distant journeys and residence. 
The wants of our Church are too many and too pressing to permit the 
discouragement, in reference to the ministry, of any persons possessed 
of the requisite qualifications ; who may have been under the tuition 
of some learned and pious clergyman of our communion, 

From the concerns of the theological seminary, we pass to those of 
the society for domestick and foreign missions. The objects contem- 
plated by it, had engaged the attention of our Church, at an early period 
of its organization. Inthe year 1789, and in the first convention held 
after the obtaining of the Episcopacy, there was brought forward and 
adopted a plan for the carrying of the design into effect ; and in some 
places, there were incipient proceedings under it. So depressed, 
however, at that time, was the state of our communion generally ; 
and in very many and very large tracts of country, so destitute had 
the population become of the means of grace, after having formerly 
enjoyed them agreeably to the ministry and the services of our Church, 
that without intermediate revivals of our institutions, where they had 
become dormant, there was wanting a sufficient basis on which to con- 
struct a machinery, the operation of which might be expected to be 
felt in districts recently subjected to cultivation, and in large states 
rising into existence. In the mean while, the field for Christian zeal 
was continually enlarging, not without exciting deep feeling in our 
minds for the wants of our distant brethren ; but without the prospect, 
until lately, of undertaking their relief with a sufficient degree of con- 
fidence of success. 

The time is at last come, when, in the estimation of the representa. 
tive body of our Church, her energies should be put forth for the ef- 
“fectuating of the object. At the meeting of the directors in the month 
of May last, there was appointed an executive committee, with limit- 











276 Pastoral Letter of the House of Bishops. [Sept. 


ed powers, but competent to the appointing of agents for the obtaining 
of funds ; to be in readiness for the choosing of missionaries at the 
next annual meeting, determined by the constitution to be coincident 
with taat of the present convention. 

The agents of the executive committee bave been industrious in the 
discharge of the duties of their appointments : but, although their en- 
endeavours have not been without the fruit of pecuniary contributions, 
paid into the treasury; yet we depend. principally, on the zeal which 
they have been the mean of exciting in various places ; and on the 
measures which have been consequently put into operation, with the 
fairest prospects of success. Although the success of the executive 
commnittee, constituted in May last, has fallen short of their expecta- 
tions ; yet it is partly owing to a cause not to be regretted, because 
answering the same purpose in other lines of direction—the instituting 
of missionary societies in several states, in which they had not before 
éxisted, for the supply of the wants of destitute districts, in the said 
States respectively. So far as this provision extends, it is proportion- 
ably a relief of the general society ; and although it is earnestly 
wished and hoped, that wherever there exists a local society, there 
will be the concurrence of aid to the object contemplated by the gene- 
ral convention of our Church ; yet we do not undertake, in regard to 
any part of the Union, to calculate the comparative weights of the dif- 
ferent claims: of which, in every case, the church in question should be 
considered as the proper judge. Be the determinations on those com- 
parisons what they may, we trust that wherever there may be bestow- 
ed benelfactions for the sending of missionaries to people destitute 
of the means of grace, there will not be denied a portion of the bene- 
fit to the inhabitants of those extensive districts, who have especial 
claims from the recency of their settlements, and their distances from 
ihe ministry which they look to as legitimate. 

Our western brethren stand to us in a relation like that in which 
the elder states were to our parent church, before the severance of 
the political tie connecting them: or rather, the community of inte- 
rest is stronger in the present case, on account of the nearness of 
neighbourhood. Of the aids which were extended to us, under the 
excitements of the venerable prelates of that Church, there are im. 

erishable records. ‘The bishops of the American Church are anxious 
to follow the honourable example, which has been transmitted to them 
with the Episcopal succession ; and they hope that the Episcopalians 
throughout the Union will adopt the measure of showing themselves 
worthy of the beneficence which was extended to their forefathers, 
and that they will repay the benefit, not in the quarter from which it 
came, and where it is neither wanted nor demanded ; but to bodies 
of our feilow-members of the same communion ; who possess claims 
similar to those which we know to have not been made in vain. 

It may be a question. whether, in default of this, the vicinity of the 
old states to the new, do not only not profit the latter, but operate to 
their loss In England, there have lately risen societies, some of 
them composed wholly of members of the established Church of that 
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country ; and others considerably under the influence of persons of 
the same description, which extend their Christian beneficence to ma- 
ny and very remote realms. The most distant parts of Asia and of 
Africa have felt the effects of their zeal. What should prevent their 
taking of our western settlements under their fostering care ? It may 
be supposed that nothing would prevent it, were applications made, 
and were supplies despaired of from a nearer source, more reasona- 
bly looked to. God torbid that so foul a stain should attach to the 
American Church and to her children. 

From the tenour of the reasons given in favour of the domestick 
branch of the missionary society, it cannot but appear, that we con- 
template it as the more prominent object of the institution. We how- 
ever consider the foreign department of it as not only enjoined on us, 
and on all the members of the Church, by the terms of the constitution ; 
hut to rest on our consciences, as the exaction of Christian charity, 
and issuing out of the high command—* Go into all the world, and 
preach the gospel toevery creature.” Other denominations of profess- 
ing Christians have’ been before us in this work. Is it, then, that our 
standards of doctrine, or that our modes of worship, are less worthy 
of propagation, or less likely to conciliate the understandings, or to 
interest the feelings of persons in the darkness of heathenism ? We 
trust that neither of these is the fact. Why, then,should we be back- 
ward to take our share of Jabour and of expense, in the great field late- 
ly opened to the zeal of the Christian world ? In regard to bodies of 
professing Christians, whose principles differ from those of our apos- 
tolick Church, we respect their zeal, and rejoice in any good which 
may be achieved by it. But we submit, as a subject of very serious 
consideration, whether their laudable endeavours may not have a per- 
nicious effect on the credit of our religious institutions ; so as to lessen 
the probability of their being received within any sphere where they 
may be promulged. For although we do not concede that zeal is an 
exact measure of the truth which it may be called forth to propagate ; 
yet there may seem cause to doubt of the validity of tenets. which, 
not merely from peculiarity of time or of place, but generally, and 
among a widely extended population, do not excite to the spreading 
of the knowledge of what is supposed to be connected with the highest 
interests of mankind. 

We are not strangers to the inefficiency of many attempts, in for- 
mer times put forth. for the extending of the religion of the Redeemer: 
but we detect the principal cause of failure, in the incompatibility of 
the means with the end. When the sword and the cross have been 
beheld in an unnatural union, for the subjecting of nations to crowns 
having no title to their allegiance ; and to a supremacy in the Church, 
having no foundation in the scriptures ; it is not surprising that there 
should either be generated deadly hatred, or that there should ensue 
a profession decorated by the name of Christian but having little else 


to constitute a title to the character. When attempts have been made’ 


under better auspices, and with purity of motive but under such mis- 
taken views of the subject as to substitute evanescent feeling for ** the 
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demonstration of the spirit and of power ;”’ that is, evidence of prophe- 
cy and of miracle, with which the apostles made their extensive con- 
quests within the former dominion of heathenism; it is no matter 
of wonder that there should be but little good accomplished, and no 
lasting effect of that little. It is to be hoped that the time is come, 
when not only a more righteous, but a more intelligent zeal has found 
its openings, and is in successful progress. 

Although we have placed this matter in the second degree of im- 
portance ; yet we cannot but be of opinion, that there are two claims 
of the kind, which ought to press on us with great weight. One of 
them is that which comes from the western coast of Africa ; and the 
other is that which reaches us from our aboriginal neighbours, in the 
western regions of our continent. It is not enough that we witness in- 
creasing conviction and abhorrence of the iniquity of the slave trade. 
There should be acknowledgment of past errour, in energy to be now 
put forth, for the redeeming of the injured country from idolatry and bar- 
barism. As for the Indians on our borders, it is notorious that besides 
the frauds sometimes practised, and the wars provoked, for the obtain- 
ing of the possession of their lands, the circumstance that the first set- 
tlers among them are often of the dregs of our population, has infused 
into their moral character many poisonous ingredients, to which they 
were strangers until their intercourse with emigrants from Europe. 
Shall the time never come, when the injury done and still doing to 
them, shall receive a counterbalance, in a benefit which could not fail 
to bind them to us in an everlasting chain of friendship ? 

If there be any who still contend that the more distant claims should 
be entirely lost sight of in the contemplation of those who have sprung 
from the same community with ourselves; let such persons be aware, 
that there are very many of their fellow citizens, of the same church 
with themselves, who, without being insensible of the claims of the 
nearer duty, are convinced that something also should be done for the 
accomplishing of the decree of God, “ giving to his blessed Son the 
heathen for his inheritance.”” With us, the question is, whether zeal 
of this description shall bave an opportunity afforded to it, of con- 
tributing the stream of its beneficence through the channel of our own 
Church, or shall be poured through some other less acceptable, yet 
tending to the accomplishment of the object. It would not be un- 
natural, if, with many, on a comparison of the merits of different sys- 
tems, the matter now treated of should turn the balance to our disad- 
vantage. 

While we press on the attention of the members of our Church the 
interests of two institutions, in the success of which, as we conceive, 
her reputation, her increase, and her usefulness very much depend ; 
we are sensible of the merits of several other species of association, 
which, of late years, within her bounds, as within those of other socie- 
ties, have been formed with the view of cherishing and of extending 
religious belief and practice. Such are Sunday schools, societies for 
the distributing of the bible, of the book of common prayer, of the 
homilies, and of instruction in the form of tracts, suited to ordinary 
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apprehension, Although we avoid enlarging on the merits of the ex- 
pedients thus adopted for the furtherance of piety, and to which we 
have given our aid in our respective dioceses, it is not from a dimin- 
ished opinion of their importance : since we still contemplate them as 
entering into the groundwork of what is represented in the apoca- 
lypse, under the image of ** an angel flying in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and tongue, and kindred, and people.” 
But, instead of enlarging on these topicks, we rather, at this time, call 
the attention to the source from which they have issued—the excite- 
ment in late years given to the publick mind, prompting the expe- 
dients which have been devised for the evangelizing of the world. 

It is not many years ago, when infidelity was seen waving high her 
standard ; first erecting it in the old world, and glorying in the pros- 
pect of the extirpation of the name of Christ from under heaven. 
Who would have believed, if it had been foretold, that the providence 
of God was then laying a train of causes, which should speedily end 
in successful expedients for the extending of the religion of the gos- 
pel, wherever commerce unfurls her flag, and wherever political inte- 
rests open the door of communication of one nation with another ? not 
only this, but that in countries professing Christianity, with apathy to 
the spiritual wants of the lower orders of society, the time was now 
come, when, in every cottage, and in every hovel, so far as endea- 
vours can accomplish, there shall be the book which contains the glad 
tidings of salvation ? and even not these things only ; but that for the 
giving of the greater effect to its inestimable contents, there shall, if 
possible, be none advancing to the age of maturity, without having 
this treasure unlocked to their perusal by ability to read ? Such are 
the plans of the moral government of God, by which he verifies the 
saying indited under the inspiration of his Spirit—*‘ Surely, the wrath 
of man shall praise thee.” 

It was not in the old world only, that infidelity had spread its poi- 
son, in every department of politicks, of science, and of manners ; 
threatening ruin to our institutions in their infancy ; which it were 
folly to think to sustain, under its demoralizing influence. ‘That the 
friends of religion should mourn over the increasing epidemick, was to 
be expected. But, in addition, all friends of social order have been 
alarmed at the prospect of the gulf to which they saw the publick 
mind advancing. The effect is the conviction, that the interests of 
time, even if those of eternity be put out of view, demand the retracing 
of the steps. That, in addition to this, many have been drawn to a 
serious weighing of the things which belong to their peace, is evident 
in an increased regard to the ordinances of religion, among all de- 
nominations of professing Christians ; and in a growing concurrence 
in all promising endeavours for the extending of the kingdom of the 
Redeemer. We may perceive the operation of this spirit, in the many 
societies formed for the increase of religious knowledge : and were 
uo such societies to be seen among us, the same fact would be estab- 
lished by the mass of bibles, which, of late years, have been printed 
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and sold with a view to honourable gain—in number, far beyond pro- 
portion to the increase of population, great as it unquestionably is. In 
these events, we may perceive a crisis, similar to that which drew 
from our Saviour the saying—‘* Lift up your eyes and lvok on the 
fields, for they are white already to harvest.” 

Brethren, we consider the excitement noticed, as adding immense 
weight to the obligation always lying, of our contributing in our seve- 
ral spheres, to the extending of the influence of true religion. For al- 
though there are never wanting opportunities to this effect ; yet they 
especially abound, when the spirit of inquiry is awake, and when there 
are appearances of a verifying of the promises of God in scripture. 
These promises will be fulfilled ; but it will be by the mean of human 
agency ; and it is the province of religious wisdom, to mark the sea- 
sons of sensibility, and to suit its efforts to the occasions. 

On the clergy in particular, we make the call to put forth their zeal- 
ous exertions, in reference, not only to the point the last pressed, but 
to all the matters comprehended in this address : and while we wish 
the admonition to be brought home with power to our own hearts, we 
entreat the prayers of all orders of persons in this Church, for our 
having of wisdoin to discern, and grace to execute, whatever may con- 
duce to her spiritual welfare, and to the glory of her divine Head. 

Signed by order of the House of Bishops, 

WILLIAM WHITE, Presiding — 

Philadelphia, May 26, 1823, 


== 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


Asovut thirteen or fourteen years ago, Dr. Burgess, the present ex- 
cellent bishop of St. David’s, formed within bis diocese a society for 
promoting Christian knowledge and church union. The objects of 
this society were various. One of them has been to offer premiums 
for the best written essays on subjects connected with the designs for 
which the society was instituted. These premiums have in some in- 
stances, been as high as 50/. sterl. ($222) and they have produced the 
effect of bringing before the publick, a series of valuable treatises, 
upon subjects which every Christian, and especially every Church- 
man, must consider of great importance. Among the competitors for 
these prizes, the Rev. Samuel Charles Wilks, now the editor of the 
Christian Observer, holds a distinguished rank ; for he has obtained 
the prize three times. His first essay to which the society adjudged 
their premium, was written in 1811, previous as it would seem, to his 
admission into holy orders. The subject was, * the Signs of Conver- 
sion and Unconversion in Ministers of the Church.” A second edition 
was called for in 1814 ; and it attracted the notice of the Christian 
Observer, in which work it was warmly commended in the number for 
Apri!, 1815. 

In December, 1820, Mr. Wilks obtained the premium of 50I. for 
what is modestly called an essay. It is a volume of 461 pages in 8vo. 
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and its whole title is as follows : “ Correlative Claims and Duties ; or 
an Essay on the Necessity of a Church Establishment in a Christian 
country, for the preservation of Christianity among the people of all 
ranks and denominations, and the means of exciting and maintaining 
among its members a spirit of devotion, together with zeal for the 
honour, stability, and influence of the Established Church.” This 
work is dedicated, by permission, to the Kight Hon. the Earl of Liver- 
pool. In 1821, Mr. Wilks again obtained the prize for an essay ‘ton the 
Influence of a Moral Life on our Judgment in Matters of Faith.” This 
essay has been reprinted in Boston, by Mr. Ingraham, and the greater 
part of a large edition has in a short time been sold. Your readers 
will derive so much edification from the perusal of this well-written, 
and for us well-timed publication, that | most earnestly hope they will 
avail themselves of the opportunity to purchase it while it is to be 
had. Its sound and sober views of the origin and progress of religion 
in the human soul, are admirably well adapted to guard the inexpe- 
rienced mind from the contagion of that enthusiastick spirit which 
would resolve all that is spiritual in religion into the excitement of 
strong feelings and ecstatick raptures ; while they must equally pro- 
tect the more sedate and sober from the worse extreme of a cold and 
dead formality. My object is not, however, to pan & ze or exhibit 
specimens of this interesting pamphlet. It is short and cheap, and 
may therefore be possessed by all your readers. My object is, rather, 
to call their attention to the stil] more important work which obtained 
the premium of 1820, and of which I have given the title at full length, 
The first part of it, on the necessity of a church establishment, is, in 
general, neither adapted to the condition, nor consonant to the feelings 
of the vast majority of our countrymen. ‘The experiment is here ex- 
hibiting on a large scale, of a nation professing itself Christian in its in- 
dividual, and not in its corporate character. What will be the result, 

time only can determine. The prospect before us is in many re- 
spects gloomy, and portentous of danger ; but/God can bring light out 
of darkness, and bend reluctant evil to become the minister of good. 

Perhaps the feeling of mutual wants and weaknesses may abate the 
pride and self-confidence of sects and parties, and may lead the dis- 
ciples of one common master to see that by schism they are cefeating 
the great object of converting the world to the faith of Christ. 

On the subject of a church establishment, therefore, the work of 
Mr. Wilks would, I fear, produce but little, if any, influence in this 
country. Not so, however, that part of it which relates to the exciting 
and maintaining among the members of the Church a spirit of devo- 
tion, together with seal for its honour, stability, and influence. All that 
is there said is strictly applicable to the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in America. 

In saying this, let me guard against misconstruction. To become 
an establishment in a political sense, is, | presume, neither the object 
nor the wish of any member of our Church. There is always danger, 
that a worldly spirit may be substituted for the higher principle of 
derotion ; and that the clergy, when connected with the state, may 
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become the engines of political expediency. But+to promote a uniform 
national religion is certainly the tendency of Episcopacy and a liturgy. 
Our distinctive character, therefore, as a society, is the promotion of 
church union. And I think we may add with confidence, that there 
is no other system which can bind Christians together, but that which 
is peculiar to Churchmen. 

Considering then, as I do, the object of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this country to be the same as that of the society in the 
diocese of St. David’s, viz. the promotion of Christian knowledge and 
church union in the American nation, | shall conclude thege hasty 
remarks with some extracts from the work of Mr. Wilks, which I think 
applicable to the state of things here; premising merely, that I shall 
take no other liberty with them, than that of substituting the words 
Protestant Episcopal Church, wherever the application may render 
such a change necessary. 

Speaking of “the actual condition and probable tendencies of 
most dissenting communities,’ Mr. Wilks observes, that he shall 
not ** dwell upon a topick, the discussion of which could not fail 
to wound and irritate the feelings of our dissenting brethren 
without any adequate benefit. It is, however, a question,” he 
continues, ‘* which ought to be well weighed by all who feel dis- 
posed to quit the communion of the [ Protestant Episcopal] Church for 
the sake of the superiour religious advantages which they expect to 
secure by uniting themselves with some particular class of dissenters. 
While they contemplate the alleged benefits, let them also remember 
the countervailing evils.” What those evils are, the author refrains 
from attempting to detail at large; especially, as many pious and 
soberly reflecting dissenters lament them not less than Churchmen 
themselves. Mr, Wilks leaves them to be inferred, however, from 
the tendency to fixedness and sobriety which exists in the Church, 
and on the advantages of which be thus comments : 

‘¢ A young Christian grows up in the [Protestant Episcopal Church] 
as it were in the shade: he bas little to excite a false or premature 
development of spiritual attainments ; he is not particularly noticed 
or applauded for his religious profession ; he has comparatively few 
temptations to spiritaal pride and the love of paradox or disputation : 
he may find wholesome aliment in abundance to nourish his prety, but 
not much of condiment to vitiate tt ; and though he may not appear to 
shoot to full-blown maturity in so short a space of time as under a more 
exciting system, yet if his piety be really genuine, his growth will 
usually be the more uniform and lasting, and his fruits the more 
abundant and well-matured. The author has frequently heard clergy- 
men of piety and zeal lament that younz persons, who at one time 
seemed to have hopefully begun a religious course, and to be growing 
with humility and steady advancement ‘in grace and in the know- 
ledge of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,’ after quitting the Church 
in ‘expectation of higher religious advantages in some dissenting 
society, have lamentably fallen off in the lowly retiring graces of the 
Christian character ; have acquired a taste for stimulant rather than 





ita 




































a 6 flUceeeet CUCM Ole ees 








1823.] Remarks on Theses Theologice. 283 


sober doctrine ; have fancied themselves wise above their teachers ; 
and have evinced but too clearly how little they had practically 
studied the character of their divine Master, by the absence of that 
meek and unostentatious spirit, for which their apparent increase in 
zeal and speculative knowledge was but a poor equivalent. It is not 
intended to apply these remarks generally, and much less in an unkind 
and uncandid spirit of exaggeration. ‘They are only suggested, with 
a view to lead those who are undecided as to the comparative spiritual 
benefits to be gained in the Church or among the dissenters, to ex- 
amine both sides of the question.” 

I propose, in a future paper, to give some further account of this 
interesting publication. ‘The passage 1 have quoted is from that part 
of the work which treats of the lawfulness, expediency, and necessity 
of a church establishment, and which may therefore be called its con- 
troversial part. No work, however, is more truly free from a con- 
troversial spirit; and the author seems to be relieved when he can 
escape from censuring the errours of his brethren. The second part 
of the work ‘ on the means of exciting and maintaining among the 
members of the Church a spirit of devotion, together with zeal for her 
honour, stability, and influence,” is altogether practical, and cannot 
fail of giving pleasure and instruction and edification to every true and 

ORTHODOX CHURCHMAN. 


i ene, 
-_——_—_- 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


I am one of the many who, I understand, have received copies of 
the Theses published by the candidates for the degree of bachelor 
of arts, at the late commencement of Transylvania university. As 
these theses are not now publickly defended, they are merely a rem- 
nant of ancient forms; and I seldom take the trouble to read them. 
But as I carelessly cast my eye over them, my attention was arrested 
by the Zheses Theologice. Presuming that these theses are not al- 
lowed to be published without having undergone the scrutiny of the 
president and professors, I felt some curiosity to know whether the 
current sentiments of the college accorded with those which profes- 
sedly belong to its ingenious and inventive president. You can 
better judge whether 1 am correct in my inferences when you have 
read the theses themselves, of which I submit a literal, though not 
servile, translation. 
THESES THEOLOGICE. 


1. Theology teaches the existence of God and what are the duties of 
mankind towards him. 

2. It is divided into two parts, Natural and Revealed. 

3. Natural theology demonstrates both the existence and attributes 
of God from the substance of things (ex corpore rerum.) 

4. That religion which is taught by the sacred writings is called 
revealed. 

5. The existence and attributes of God are shown no less by natural, 


than by revealed religion. 
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6. Revealed religion, as it is plainer, (cum clarior sit,) ts Le/ter adapted 
to men of all conditions, (*hominibus omnis fortune,) whatever may 
be their mental cultivation. 

a. N atural religion ts chiefly fitted for men of profound learning and 
science. 

8. Revealed may be termed only the picture of natural religion, 
since it has only the same principles expressed in words. 

9. Etruen with LeEaD MEN TO HEAVEN, PROVIDED THEY FAITHFULLY 
FOLLOW 1T.T 


Now, Mr Editor, I know not what you may say to all this; or 
rather, | know well what you and every other advocate of the gospel 
must say: If IS RANK pe1sm; and to know that such theses are pub- 
lickly proclaimed, and dedicated, as on the title page, ** venerandis 
ecclesiarum passim pastoribus,” to all Christian pastors of Christian 


. Churches, must shock the mind of every one who clings to a Saviour, 


as the only refuge and support for guilty man. I forbear to comment 
upon propositions, the obvious tendency of which is to degrade the 
scriptures, as needful only for men of vulgar minds, and to teach every 
thoughtless smatterer who takes his diploma from the bands of Presi- 
pent Ho ttey, that, in order to go to heaven he has only to study 
the sciences, and become acquainted with the substance of things. 
But, Mr. Editor, what will be the result of this! Who knows not the 
influence which instructers have over the understanding and affections 
of their pupils ! And when we consider that ** knowledge pulfeth up ‘ws 
that none are wiser in their own conceils than young men while they 
are undergraduates within the walls of a college ; that this contempt 
of the bible, as fitted only for vulgar minds, accords with the depraved 
propensities of our nature ; and that the idea of being saved without 
a Saviour, must sear the conscience, and render the heart calious ; I 
ask whether every Christian parent will not tremble at the danger to 
which he exposes his child by sending him into a place of such con- 
tagion. ‘These youths are to be the future legislators, and judges, 
and moralists of our country. Every one will have his circle of influ- 
ence. I contess, that when | think of the consequences to our coun- 
try, my heart is filled with gloomy forebodings ; nor does it recover 


*“ Hominibus omnis fortunx.” 1 quote the original, that [ may be certain 
not to do injustice to the author; for not being familiar with the Latin of the 
western states, | would not be too confident that 1 may not have mistaken the 
ineaning of some expressions. 

+ Compare with this the words of the 18th article, ** They also are to be had 
accursed, that presume to say, that every man shall be saved by the law or sect 
which he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame his life according to that law, 
and the light of nature. For holy Scripture doth set out unto us only the name 
of Jesus Christ, whereby men must be saved.” John xiv. 6. No man cometh 
to the Father but by me. Acts iv. 12. Neither is there salvation in any other ; 
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved. John v. 11, 12. And this is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life ; and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath hfe ; and he 
that hath not the son, hath not life. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema maranatha. Gal. i. 8, 9. 
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its tranquillity till I think of Him who sitteth on the circle of the 
earth, and laughs to scorn the impotent attempts of those who rise up 
against the Lord, and against his Christ. FIDES, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Tue enclosed lines were written by Richard Nisbet, Esq., a gentle- 
man of respectable family connexions, in Philadelphia, who has been 
for many years confined in the Pennsylvania lunatick hospital. His 
oetical effusions, since his confinement, have often enriched the pages 
of the Port Folio and Analectick Magazine. ‘This ** Address to the 
Evening Star,” if I mistake not, was published some years ago in the 
Port Folio. It derives its chief interest from having been written by 
one in the most hopeless state of mental derangement. 

The occasional flashes of reason which appear in his compositions, 
serve but to exhibit the ** wreck of intellect” in a still more gloomy, 
though not less interesting light ; as the rays of the setting sun, gild: 
ing the ruins of some ancient palace, throw the half broken columns 
and dilapidated walls into still darker shade ; or as the hectick flush 
on the cheek of a consumptive person, although resembling the giow 
of health, is a painful indication of the ravages of the disease within. 

If these lines, together with those suggested on reading them, are 
thought to possess sufficient interest for your ‘* Advocate,” you will 
please to publish them. CLERICUS, 


TO THE EVENING STAR, 


BY RICHARD NISBET, A LUNATICK IN THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 


O! Venus, lovely evening star ! 

Diffusing precious light afar ; 

How much superiour is thy fame, 

To her’s from whom thou tak’st thy name. 
She leadeth hapless man astray ; 
Thou lightest wanderers on their way. 


The mantle of the dark was spread, 
The tempest warr’d around my head, 
As wearied, pensive, and alone, 
Through devious wilds I journeyed on, 
Imploring for some gentle ray, 
To light a wanderer on his way. 


When soon, with gladness and surprise, 

I saw thee in the western skies, 

Cheering the dismal gloom of night, 

With grateful, friendly, moderate light, 
Complete, as al! the glare of day, 
To light a wanderer on his way. 
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O! thus, should anxious cares infest, 
Or jarring passions rend the breast, 
And in dark tempest struggling roll, 
May reason open on the soul, 
And with serene and sober ray, 
Conduct the wanderer on his way. 


Let others toil for wealth, or fame, 
Or call ambition but a name, 
Yet follow what delusion yields, 
Unmindful of yon starry fields ; 
The idle fancies such display, 
Mislead the wanderer on his way. 


To them their pleasures I resign, 

The evening star of reason mine ; 

With this no other light we need, 

This, best, man’s destined path shall lead, 
To that cold tomb of kindred clay, 
Where ends the wanderer’s earthly way. 


TO RICHARD NISBET, 


ON SEEING HIS ADDRESS TO THE EVENING STAR. 


‘¢ 1 am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the Bright and Morning Star.” 


Rev. xxii. 16. 


Poor maniack ! how I pity thee, 
That thou no other star could’st see ; 
And think that none but this we need, 
Man’s devious, lonely steps to lead. 
But ah! not even reason’s ray 
Shall evet cheer thee on thy way. 


Behold ! in yonder eastern skies, 
A milder, lovelier star arise ! 
Diffusing light and joy afar ; 
It is * The Bright and Morning Star.” 
This ushers in a glorious day, 
And lights the pilgrim on his way. 


‘* The evening star of reason” thine, _ 

‘The Bright and Morning Star” be mine ! 

Reason may “ lead to that cold clay, 

Where ends the wanderer’s earthly way ;” 
But o’er the grave this star shall rise, 
And point the pilgrim to the skies. 
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O! lovely “ Bright and Morning Star,” 
Spread thou thy precious beams afar ; 
And make the light of truth divine, 
In every human bosom shine. 

Conduct the pilgrim on his way, 

To realms of an eternal day. 


Be thou my guide, where’er I roam, 
And lead me to my heavenly home. 
O ! light me to that blissful shore, 
Where friends shall meet to part no more. 
Gather all nations from afar, 
And be to them a “‘ Ruling Star.” CLERICUS. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


In our last number we gave an abstract of the proceedings of the thirty- 
ninth annual convention of the Church in this diocese ; but were com- 
pelled, by want of room, to postpone our extracts from the reports of 
the clergy who visited the yacant parishes. We now subjoin a few 
extracts. 

The Rev. Mr. Boyd, rector of St. John’s, Northern Liberties, visit- 
ed Huntingdon county, in November. ‘‘ On the 6th of November,” 
says he, “ I left Huntingdon and went to Mr. Cromwell’s, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Shirleysburgh, where an appointment had been made for 
me to preach that evening. Mr. Davis, an aged and pious member of 
the church at Huntingdon, accompanied me on my way, about eight 
miles, who at parting, with much feeling, begged that the friends of 
the Redeemer would remember their forlorn- condition, and induce 
some zealous and pious minister to come and settle among them. On 
leaving this interesting neighbourhood, I was forcibly reminded of our 
Lord’s words to his disciples, when he saw the multitude of his coun- 
trymen without any to show them the way of salvation, ‘ they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd : then saith 
he unto his disciples, the harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few ; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest..—That this scripture applies to the 
members of other churches, I will not venture to say, but it is literally 
true of Episcopalians here. 

“On reaching Mr. Cromwell’s, I found a number of persons as- 
sembled from the surrounding country, some of whom had come eight 
or nine miles. The place appointed for publick worship was crowded 
by an attentive and serious congregation. At this time I baptized a 
child. 

‘* The prospects of the Episcopal church in this section of the 
country are encouraging. Mr. Cromwell told me that he had no 
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doubt a church might be built here, during the next summer, if they 
could procure the regular services of a clergyman one half, or even 
one third of the time.” 


The Rev. Mr. Allen, rector of St. Paul’s church, Philadelphia, re- 
ports, that in obedience to the directions of the convention, he visited 
the church in the valley, and the village of Hamilton. ‘ In the for- 
mer, a strong altachment to the Church was manifested. and a con- 
siderable congregation attended. Ten miles from the church, larze 
congregations assembled in the woods, and some hopes are entertained, 
that by the blessing of God on the exertions of a venerable member 
of our flock, a house of worship will be erected. 

In Hamilton, a sum nearly adequate to the completion of a “ house 


. of prayer,” has been subscribed, and it is believed a building will be 


mut up. 


The report of the Rev. Mr. Sitgreaves, we are confident, will be 
read with zreat interest:—‘* I have just returned from my excursion 
through Susquehanna county, and the gratification I derived from it 
would have been complete and unmingled, had I not been seized with 
a violent illness, which limited the extent of my tour.” ‘ A large 
portion of the population is Episcopal, and Episcopal not from chance 
or accident, but from the training and culture of early years, and 
from subsequent inquiry and conviction. Those who have now at- 
tained mature age, passed the first period of their lives in Connecti- 
cut, at a time when the Church was yet in its infancy, and struggling 
with a powerful opposition, and the prejudices of a century ; but when 
its principles were canvassed and brought to light, men embraced 
them from the thorough approbation of their understandings and the 
impulses of their conscience. The Episcopalians of Susquehanna are, 
in consequence, more truly Episcopalian, and better acquainted with 
the history of the Church, the nature of its institutions, the reasons 
upon which its peculiarities are founded, and the arguments by which 
they have been defended, than the members generally of any congre- 
gation I know any thing of out of the city, and perhaps I might say 
within the city too. In their hands are found the Trial of Episcopacy, 
Skinner’s Truth and Order, Bishop Seabury’s Sermons, Daubeny’s 
Guide to the Church, Nelson’s Festivals and Fasts, and other works, 


explanatory of the tenets of the Church, with the contents of which | 
they are perfectly familiar; the Wyalusing congregation have recently | 
purchased Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History, and other writings, in | 


which they will doubtless be soon well versed as in the old stock. 
Several of the Episcopalians of Susquehanna are gentlemen of liberal 


education ; and others even, who are comparatively most uncultivated, _ 


and uninformed in other subjects, are nevertheless quite intelligent in 


church matters ; and so remarkable has been their adherence to the | 


Church, an adherence not arising from mere feeling and fancy and 
** liking,” but produced by conscientious inquiry and conviction, that 
there is no instance among them of a dereliction of early attachment, 
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though froin 10 to 40 years severed from the rest of their fellow Epis- 
copalians, deprived ot the ministratious of their clergymen, and sur- 
rounded by the solicitations of other sects.* 

‘** Hitherto nothing more bas been done, than to excite their atten- 
tion, awaken their dormant predilections, animate their zeal, and form 
their detached portions into organized congregations ; the very crisis 
has then just now arrived, which demands peculiar and immediate 
attention. The old have held firm by the faith of their fathers thus 
far through lite; but to the religious mind it is hard to die uncon- 
nected with any church; and unless the endearing offices of their 
own clergy are renewed among them, they will soon pass, however 
reluctantly, into the pale of other denominations; and either. bear 
their families along, or weaken their present attachment: while the 
young, whose predispositions have not as yet become tully confirmed® 
by a suficient familiarity with our services, are already detaching 
themselves trom our number. 

‘* In addition to this, there are many populous spots totally deprived 
of the ministrations of any denomination, and still more, which enjoy 
only the occasional services of itinerants. ‘The mouth of the Tun- 
channock is surrounded by a populous settlement, but there is no 
clergyman within 15 miles on that side of the river, and the occasional 
preaching of some Baptist or Methodist is very rare at the place. On 
the Tunchannock, about 10 miles from its mouth, is a secluded valley, 
inhabited almost entirely by Episcopalians, who, tor a few years past, 
have held a ‘ reading meeting’ on the Sunday, and also kept up a 
smal] Sunday school, principally under the direction of Mr. Rose, 
formerly a vestryman of Trinity Church, Easton, and yet this inter- 
esting spot has not been trod by the ivot of an Episcopal clergyman. 
About 7 miles from ‘Ttunchannock, on the river, around the resi- 
dence of Mr. Heisz, a gentleman of fortune and education, formerly 
of Philadelphia, there 1s another little band, who, a few years ago, 
nade their preparations for a ¢ reading-meeting,’ which, however, 
was unfortunately frustrated by some sudden casualties. During my 
tour | baptized the eight children of Mr. Heisz at his house, and re- 
ceived his assurances of liberal support to a missionary who would 


* We are sorry that any of our clergy should adopt this loose language. We are 
not a sect. Is Christ divided? Alas! it is the sin of our country, that all the 
strength of professing Christians is paralyzed by their divisions. Our principles 
tend to unite the members of Christ’s body in one communion, not to divide them. 
We hold nothing as essential, but what is common to the great body of professing 
Christians. Are we attached to Episcopacy ? So was the whole church for 1500 
years; and so is now the great body of,the Christian world. Are we attached 
to a liturgy? So are almost all who profess and call themselves Christians. Are 
we worshippers of the triune God? Are we believers in the divinity and atone- 
ment of the Son of God, and in the personality and sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit? Such has the upiversal church ever been, and such will it ever 
continue to be. The fermentations of human corruption, and the inflations of 
human pride may, from time to time, raise up bubbles in the stream of Chris- 
tianity ; but though they may float for a while, they will most assuredly be broken, 
atid fall back again into the stream of ages. 
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|) | occasionally officiate in his vicinity, which is but 10 miles from 
aa Springville. Not long since there was also a reading meeting in the 
neigttbourhood of Silver Lake. Indeed there is scarcely a spot in the 
county in which, with proper pains and conduct, a small congregation 
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a ae might not readily be formed. And I fervently hope and pray this : 
| ae truly interesting quarter may not long be unsupplied with the services | 
: es i of an intelligent and steady clergyman. : 
|| | “* The congregation at Springville,where I preached repeatedly, have | 
i I erected a commodious building, which they are compelled to use at | 
me | present for the double purpose of a schoolhouse and a church. Se- ff 
re. veral gentlemen have recently come forward and taken a very active 
dh and zealous part in the church affairs; and it was with much satisfac- 
Bult | tion that I observed in the congregation the indications of real and 
ae increasing piety. [| trust some zealous and interesting missionary may 
| soon be turnished them. 
RI | , At Wyalusing they are about commencing the building of thei: 
mh Pree. which they propose to make not less than 30 feet by 40, and 
eis) | perhaps larger. ‘Ihe situation they have chosen is judicious and com- 
Bae)! | | manding, On an eminence overhanging the valley ; and there is great 
; reason to believe, that when the edifice is completed, and the services 
i of the Church renewed, the entire surrounding population will become 
Episcopalian. ‘* Reading meetings’ are regularly held on Sundays, 
both here and at Springville, and at this latter place there isa Sunday [ 
; school. The Wyalusing school will, I expect, shortly be recommenc- | 
" ed, At Springville | performed two baptisms. The communion bas | 
a. been administered but once among the great body of Episcopalians in 
Brit this county: this was last summer on the Wyalusing, when 19 mem. 
: bers of our Church partook of the ordinance: four of these were from 
| the Springville congregation. A very large number are anxious to 
4 receive confirmation, and many, it is expected, will, for that purpose, 
Hh be at Wilkesbarre at the time of the bishop’s anticipated visit. 
| Yl Many, it is also expected, will be there with the bope oi participat- 
if ing once more in the communion. 
it *« Such is the information my tour has afforded me, relative to the 
ce state of things in Susquehanna ; a representation, in which I acknowl- | 
bia edge my tee tings have betrayed themselves, but for the correctness of 
: j which, l can adduce the testimony of every one acquainted with the | 
q | county: and I feel persuaded that a visit to this truly interesting peo- | 
: . ple, would produce in the feelings of every one. a similar impression 
; to that which prevails in mine. “L wish it were in my power to make | 
to the convention, and to the more fortunate Episcopalians of other | \ 


parts, a persuasive appeal in favour of this quarter of our Church. Car | i 
| no rr be found, who, animated with that missionary spirit which 
ith, prevails in our sister diocese of New York, will penetrate into this ) P 
new country, where, growing with its growth, he will raise around 
him flourishing congregations, who will bear to his garner the first | 8 


iW ) fruits of their fields, and in love, in kindness, and in gratitude, repay | i 
wh | him richly for all his labours ? Susquehanna contains a population of | e 
| 12,000, and yet possesses but two resident clergymen, a Baptist, and | si 
' | | 
; ; | 
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a Methodist! A very large portion of this population is Episcopal, 
and surely their claim upon the assistance of the Church is very pe- 
culiar and strong.” 


DELAWARE, 


We have, for the first time, received a copy of the journals of con- 
vention of the state of Delaware. We are not informed whether they 
have heretofore been printed ; if they have, we shall be obliged to 
the friend who has transmitted that of the present year, to furnish us 
with the preceding journals from the first organization of the church. 
It is to us a pleasing, and often, an instructive employment, to com. 
pare together the proceedings of a series of years, and to see the steps 
by which the Church hath been gradually strengthened and enlarged. 

The state of Delaware is divided into three counties ; and there 
are three clergymen in it, and as far as we are able to judge, from 
inspection of the journal, 12 parishes. 

The annual convention was held at Dover, in Kent county, on 
Saturday, June 7, 1823. On Sunday, the holy communion was ad- 
ministered ; and on Monday, the 9th of June, the convention was ad- 
journed. Two of the clergy were present, and eleven lay delegates, 
the representatives of eight parishes: the Rev. R. Williston was 
chosen president. The parochial reports are as follows :-— 

NewcastLe county has.four churches. 1. Trinily church, Wil- 
mington, of which the Rev. Ralph Williston is rector. This parish 
appears to be in a flourishing state. ‘The communicants are about 
200 ; 18 of which have been admitted during the last year. There 
have been eleven baptisms ; four adults and seven children, and nine 
marriages: no funerals are reported, In the Sunday schools, the 
number of boys is not reported ; the number of girls is 120. The ser- 
vices of Mr. W., during the past year, have been very laborious. He 
has, almost invariably, performed service, and preached three times 
on every Sunday. and three times steadily during the week. 2. Em- 
manuel church, Newcastle. Kev. Robert Clay, rector. This church 


. has been lately rebuilt, and was consecrated, on the 29th of October 
| last, by the Right Rev. Dr. White, bishop of Pennsylvania, Rt. Rev. 


Bishop Kemp, of Maryland, being also present. Divine service is per- 


and hopes are entertained, that it will thrive, and diffuse around it exten- 
sive and essential benefits. 3. St. James’s, Staunton. Of this church, 
the Rev. Mr. Clay is also the rector. This gentleman is spoken of as 
advanced in years, and probably on this account his labours have been 
lightened by the active ministrations of Mr. Williston. The latter re- 
ports, that he visited the church twice, when he conducted divine 
service, and preached to a numerous, respectable, and attentive con- 
gregation. They have recently erected a commodious stone church, 
which will soon be ready-for consecration. 4. [St. Ann’s church,] 
Middletown. This church is vacant; Mr. Williston has once visited 
if, and has been prevented from more frequent ministrations there by 
sickness in his own family. 
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Mr. Williston has held, on Sunday evenings, a third service in the 
borough of Wilmington, where exertions are making to build a church. 
A considerable sum has been raised for that purpose, and it is hoped 
that the building will be commenced in the course of the summer. 

There are no parochial reports of the number of families, communi- 
cants, baptisms, &c. of the churches in this county, excepting that we 
have given of Trinity church, Wilmington. 

Kent county has two churches, St. Peter's, Smyrna, and Christ 
church, Dover. Both are vacant, and no reports concerning them are 
returned. 

In Sussex county there are six churches, all under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. Daniel Higbee. Mr. H. finds it difficult to furnish a very 
correct report relative to the number of families and communicants in 
different congregations. ‘The following is the most correct he is able 
to furnish :—1. St. Paul’s church, Georgetown. Families from 20 to 

~ 25. Communicants 10. Baptisms 2. 2. St. George’s chapel. Fa- 
milies 30. Communicants 25 or 30. Baptisms 7. Funerals 3. Mar- 
riage 1. 3. St. Peter’s, Lewiston. Families 25 or 30. Communi- 
cants 20. Baptism 1. Funeral 1. Marriage 1. 4. Prince George's 
church, Daysborough. Families about 40. Communicants 20. Bap- 
tisms 5. Funeral 1. 5. Christ church, Laurel Town. Families 50. 











Med Communicants 15 or 20. Baptisms 10. Marriage 1. 6. St. George’s 
Pa | church, Little Hill. Families 20. Communicants 10. Baptisms 10. 
ay Funerals 2. ‘Total number of families under Mr. H.’s pastoral care 
Wai i is about 200. Mr. H.’s account of the state of these churches is by 
fe i no means favourable. A Laodicean coldness appears to pervade 
via | them; we give his own statement in his own words, because we 
iat | consider his remarks as applicable to many other churches beside 
a | those of Sussex county. 
he ** A surprising indifference as to the we!fare of our Church too ge- 
beh nerally prevails in the congregations ; but still there are some mem- 
i Hi bers in the churches, who manifest a Jaudable zeal for the institutions 
ried of our venerable and apostolick Church. But what, my brethren, will 
rit the bare name of Christians or Churchmen avail us in’ the hour of 
Bip death, or in the day of judgment, if we proceed no farther. The 
te A primary design of the Christian institution, and the establishment | 
is i of the Christian church was to produce a radical change in the hearts | 
| : and lives of men, and by the influence of a satisfactory discipline to 
th train them up in the principles and practices of holiness, so that they 
7 a may appear without spot and blameless at the coming of our Lord 
say Jesus Christ. Have we not reason to fear that this great and awful 
OBL subject is too little understood? What means that strange apathy 


under which so many of our members labour ? Can no means be adopt- 
ed, no measure devised, that will arouse them from this slumber, and 
lead to one noble and united effort for a general reform? We most 
; awfully fear that this fatal indifference to the most essential principles 
| of religion, will, by a kind of fatal contagion, be transmitted to future 
A 
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generations. May the most serious regard for the welfare of the rising 
generation, as well as our own happiness, induce us to become prac- 
tical Christians.” 
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Total number of families reported in six congregations, 205 
Baptisms seven 46 
Marriages four 12 
Funerals four 7 
Communicants seven 310 
Sunday scholars one 120 


Standing committee—The Rev. Ralph Williston and the Rev. Da- 
niel Higbee, of the clergy ; and Kensey Johns and John Rumsey, of 
the laity. 

The standing committee reported concerning the subject of mis- 
sions which had been referred to them, that they had applied to the 
general missionary society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States for aid, and had obtained an appropriation of 200 dol- 
lars, on the condition that an auxiliary society should be formed in 
Delaware, with a promise of further aid in future, and that any money 
collected in that state would not be diverted from the use of the same 
so long as it should be needed therein. The standing committee 
therefore recommended the formation of an auxiliary society, and ‘the 
adoption of the form of a constitution for that purpose prepared by a 
special committee on that and other subjects. This constitution, thus 
recommended, was adopted ; and the vice presidents, and other offi- 
cers of the society (the president of the convention being ex officio 
president of the society,) were elected. A suitable address to the 
members of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Delaware, which was 
submitted by the president, was concurred in. A resolution was passed 
to hold the next stated convention at Dover, 





OHIO. 


We are unable to give as full an account of this interesting portion 
of the Church as we could wish. From a newly settled country very 
perfect and systematick returns cannot be expected ; and when it is 
considered that the diocese was not organized till 1817, and that the 
clergy are so few, it is rather a subject of surprise that the journal of 
their sixth convention should contain so much to gratify the wishes of 
their Christian brethren. Wherever the clergy have been long enough 
settled to give regular parochial returns, we observe with great pleas- 
ure, that they do it with considerable exactness. 

The convention was attended by the bishop and all the clergy, six 
in number, and by 17 lay delegates, the representatives of 12 
churches. There are twenty-five organized congregations, fourteen 
of which enjoy, in a greater or less degree the stated ministrations 
of the six clergymen. The rest are kept alive by the visits of the 
bishop, the occasional services of the clergy, and lay reading. They 
are scattered over an area of nearly 30,000 square miles, from the 
shores of Erie to the confluence of the Ohio and Great Miami, which 
circumstance alone renders the labours of the bishop and clergy most 
arduous. We give the following extracts from the observations of 
the clergy, in their parochial reports, as an example of the kind 
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of employment to which all these faithful and laborious cultivators of 
the Lord’s vineyard are subjected. 

** During about twelve weeks’ missionary duty in various parts of 
the state, Mr. Morse performed divine service and preached sixty-three 
times, baptized thirty-five children and one adult, and attended two 
funerals. 

** The destitute condition of most of the places visited, is but too well 
known to the bishop, from personal inspection, to need any additional 
illustration from one who visited them only in the character of a mis- 
sionary, and that, too, for a brief space of time. Suffice it to say, 
that, in general, in the places which came under review, amid all their 
discouragements and privations, the members of our communion main- 
tain, to a considerabie degree, the life and power of godliness ; that 
their attachment to the faith once delivered to the saints still con- 
tinues ; and their hope of aid from the general and diocesan missionary 
" societies, is not yet extinguished, although in many instances it is be- 
come nearly allied to that “ hope deferred”? which ‘* maketh the heart 
sick.” 

** The Rev. John Hall, (deacon,) reports to the bishop as follows : 

“Immediately after my admission to holy orders, at the close of 
the last annual convention of this diocese, I returned to the north of 
Ohio, where I have performed the following services : 

** Morning and evening prayers, and delivered sermons in St. Peter’s, 
Ashtabula, thirty-one Sundays: in St. Paul’s, Medina, four Sundays : 
in St. Paul's, Norwalk, two Sundays: in Trinity church, Brooklyn, 
one Sunday: in Christ church, Windsor, one Sunday: in St, James’s 
eburch, Boardman, one Sunday: in Salem, one Sunday: in Union- 
ville, three Sundays. In addition to these services, | have, as far as 
possible, made family visits, and given catechetical and other instruc- 
tions, as occasion required. I have, during the past year, delivered 
many occasional publick lectures on week days and holy days; par- 
ticularly in Lyme and Norwalk, Huron county ; in Wellington, Lor- 
rain county ; in Unionville, Geauga county ; in Harpersfield, Salem, 
Rome, and Windsor, Ashtabula county ; in Youngstown, Trumbull 
county ; and in Loudonville, Richland country. During the last year, 
I have baptized five adults and eleven children. 

‘** From the full conviction that it is the vineyard of the Lord, in 
which we labour, | humbly hope that my exertions, with those of my 
brethren in this diocese, will be crowned with success. The great 
Head of the church will not fail to extend his fostering care over the 
vine which his own right hand hath planted. Although the cry for 
ministerial services is very great, yet the parts which are visited pre- 
sent, with few exceptions, encouraging prospects.” 

For the same reason, we shall give at full length that part of the 
bishop’s address in which he exhibits the journal of his services during 
the past year, The whole address is divided into three parts ; the first 
to the clergy, on the duties of their office ; the second, to the laity, 
on the nature, and enforcing the observation, of Christian practice ; 
and the third, to the clergy and laity united, on the condition of the die 
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‘cese. This address we must reserve for a future number; and the 
first and second parts we shall insert under our Theological head, 
because they are to be regarded, we conceive, as a charge 4 the 
clergy, and a pastoral address to the laity ; and they deserve, our 
pages, a more conspicuous station, and from our readers, more pat 
ticular attention, than they would have, if placed under the head of 
religious intelligence. We are pleased with the arrangement of the 
bishop’s address, and think it well suited to the peculiar modification 
of our ecclesiastical constitution. In England, when a bishop holds 
bis triennial visitation, he delivers a charge to his clergy, because 
they only assemble to meet him. In this country, our conventions 
being composed of clergy and laity, there seems to be a propriety in 
adding, to the charge to the clergy, a pastoral address to the laity ; 
and these may well be incorporated in the address delivered at the 
opening of the convention. 

We are also compelled to reserve to our next number the table of 
parochial reports, &c. 

Standing Committee.—Rev. Roger Searle, Rev. Samuel Johnston, 
Rev. Intrepid Morse, Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg, of the clergy. 

Noah M. Bronson, Medina; Bezaleel Wells, Steubenville; Ed- 
ward Hallam, Cincinnati ; Levin Belt, Chillicothe, of the laity. 

The following canons were adopted: 1. Concerning persons in- 
eligible to a seat in convention. 

No person displaced from the ministry, or while suspended from the 
exercise of the functions of the same: no excommunicate person ; nor 
any one while under a suspension from the privilege of the holy com- 
munion, shal] take a seat in the convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the diocese of Ohio, from and after the passage of this 
canon. 

2. Concerning reading clerks or lay readers. 

Whereas reading clerks, or lay readers, are no otherwise recog- 
uised by the Church, than as persons permitted, in the absence of or- 
dained ministers, to read the prayers, lessons of the holy scriptures, 
and approved sermons, in strict conformity to the rubricks and canons 
of the Church: and, whereas, they should be exemplary and godly 
persons, and, as such, ought to be well known and approved by the ec- 
clesiastical authority ; it is hereby declared, that no person elected or 
nominated by any congregation or vestry, shall be considered as au- 
thorized to perform the duties abovenamed, till he shall have been 
approved and appointed thereto by the bishop of the diocese; or in 
ease of any vacancy, by the president of the standing committee. 

During the session, Mr John M. Jones, of Beaver township, Guern- 
sey county, was admitted to the holy order of deacons ; and imme- 
diately after its close oft the 8th of June, at Chillicothe, the Rev. Phi- 
lander Chase, jun. minister of St. James’s church, Zanesville, was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of priests ; and on Sunday, the 29th, in Christ 
ehurch, Cincinnati, Mr. James A. Fox, of Pinkneyville, Miss. was 
admitted to the holy order of deacons, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Chase. 
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of Bishop Griswold. To Readers. 


To the journal is annexed an appendix, containing the proceedings 

of the@nissionary society, June 5, 1823. We notice the following im- 
porlagr. resolutions : 
« 1.°That this society appoint the Rev. Philander Chase, jun. to 
cross the Atlantick, with proper credentials, for the purpose of soli- 
citing aid in Great Britain, for the support of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the diocese of Ohio: and that he be allowed five hundred 
dollars for his expenses. 

2. ‘That the Kight Rev. the bishop be respectfully requested to fur- 
nish the proper credentials, and also furnish an address, setting forth 
our condition, our wants, and our prayers, to the Rt. Rev. the bishops, 
clergy, and members of the Church of England. 

We are much gratified at this determination, and have no doubt that 
the sympathy of our brethren in England will be powerfully excited 
in favour of the Church of Obio and its zealous and primitive bishop. 

In our next number we shall continue our extracts trom*the journal. 





PORTRAIT OF BISHOP GRISWOLD. 


We are pleased to see that proposals have been issued by Mr. Ingra- 
ham to publish by subscription an engraved miniature portrait of our 
beloved and respected diocesan. If it shall be a good likeness, and the 
engraving shall be well executed, we have nodoubt it will meet witha 
ready and extensive sale. We heartily wish success to the design, and 
hope that our readers will not fail to give it their patronage. We 
should be glad to be informed whether there exist a good likeuess of 
Bishop Bass, or of Bishop Parker. It is very desirable that pictures 
should be painted of all our bishops ; especially of those who, by their 
Jabours and privations in the cause of the Redeemer, bave created a 
lasting debt of gratitude, which all the friends of our pure and apos- 
tolick branch of the Church are bound to pay. 





TO READERS. 


Tue conductors of the Gospel Advocate have recently observed that 
three of the sermons which have been published at different times in 
this work, are not wholly original. ‘These sermons, with several 
others, were, many months since, put into the hands of a friend of ours 
by a highly esteemed correspondent at a distance, with permission to 
select one or more for publication ; and he was informed at the time, 
that some of them were not entirely original, and a memorandum was 
pointed out upon them referring to the numbers in Simeon’s Skeletons 
upon which they were founded. By an accidental omission this cir- 
cumstance was not communicated to us, and the memorandum escap- 
ed our notice; and not being familiar with Simeon’s Skeletons, we 
did not till recently observe the relation which these sermons bear to 
them. The sermons we regard as valuable ones, and well calculated 
to be useful ; but neither the conductors of the Gospel Advocate, nor 
the author of the sermons, would be willing to have their readers suppose 
that they claim as driginal what belongs in part to another author. 








